October 17, 2000

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

COMPLETING THE WORK OF THE
SENATE

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I un-
derstand we are about to recess for the
day. I want to discuss for just a mo-
ment, if I may, my observations about
the week and the lack of any activity
or communication with the Democratic
caucus. I am told that the majority
leader has indicated to his caucus
members that there won’t be a vote to-
morrow and that the vote will be post-
poned on the Agriculture appropria-
tions bill until Thursday.

I am surprised by that announce-
ment, first, because I had not been
forewarned or informed in any way
that this would be the schedule for the
week. I also am disappointed because 1
have indicated to a lot of people that
they needed to ensure they would be
here tomorrow at 11:30. They have all
made plans accordingly. A lot of people
have arranged their entire week around
the fact that tomorrow at 11:30 there
would be a vote. I am told that our Re-
publican colleagues may simply go into
a quorum call at some point and force
the Senate into a vote on Thursday,
which is, of course, their right. We will
insist on a vote on adjournment tomor-
row. There will be a vote tomorrow.

We think we ought to be here, work-
ing, resolving the outstanding dif-
ferences. The longer we are gone, the
less likely it is we will finish our work.
It is that simple. How many days do we
have to go with absolutely no business
on the Senate floor? We could be tak-
ing up an array of issues. We could be
taking up unfinished business that begs
our consideration. Yet we sit day after
day holding hands and wondering
when, if ever, we will adjourn sine die.
This isn’t the way to run the Senate.

At the very least, there ought to be a
minimum amount of communication
between Republicans and Democrats
with regard to the schedule. To read an
announcement that there will be a vote
postponement and not to give fore-
warning to all of our colleagues who
are making travel plans is, again, just
another departure from what I consider
to be good will and common sense.

We will delay the vote at least until
4 o’clock tomorrow afternoon because
of the Cole funeral. We understand
there will be Members who need to
travel to Virginia for that very impor-
tant matter. We will delay the vote
until at least after 4 o’clock. I want
colleagues to know there will be a vote
tomorrow and we will force that vote.
We will continue to force votes to keep
people here to do what they are sup-
posed to do.

I have also just been in consultation
with a number of our colleagues from
the White House, and they have indi-
cated they will begin insisting on much
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shorter continuing resolutions, 2 or 3
days at the maximum. I hope the Presi-
dent will veto anything longer than a
3-day CR. Why? Because it is ridiculous
to be taking 7-day CRs, leaving 5 days
for campaigning and 2 days for work—
if that. We should be working 7 days
with a 7-day CR. We should be finishing
the Nation’s business with the CR. To
give every single candidate, whoever it
is, the opportunity to campaign while
leaving the people’s business for when-
ever they can get around to it and
delay it to another occasion when it is
more convenient for them to come
back is unacceptable, inexcusable, and
will not be tolerated.

I put our colleagues on notice that in
whatever limited way we can influence
the schedule, we intend to do so. That
will at least require perhaps a little
more consultation but, at the very
least, a little more forewarning to all
colleagues with regard to the schedule
and what it is we are supposed to be
doing here.

Mr. REID. Will the Senator yield?

Mr. DASCHLE. I am happy to yield
to the Senator.

Mr. REID. I ask the Democratic lead-
er if he has ever seen in his many years
in the Congress, both the House and
the Senate, the casual attitude, with so
few appropriations bills having been
passed? We have less than 3 weeks left
until the elections of this cycle, and we
are here doing nothing. Has the Sen-
ator ever experienced anything such as
this?

Mr. DASCHLE. I have seen recesses
that are more productive than what we
have experienced since we started pass-
ing CRs. These recesses, as I like to
call them—7 days of continuation of a
resolution, and then 2 days, if that, of
work, maybe 1 day of work—are mind
boggling.

There ought to be some urgency here.
We ought to express the same level of
urgency that a continuing resolution
implies. But I don’t see any urgency. I
see no sense of determination to try to
finish our work. If we take a poll of
where our colleagues are today, they
are cast out over all 50 States, with
very little appreciation of the need to
finish our work, to come back and do
what we are supposed to do.

(Mr. ROBERTS assumed the Chair.)

Mr. DASCHLE. I know the Presiding
Officer is required to move on and is
being replaced again by a very distin-
guished Presiding Officer from Kansas,
our colleague, PAT ROBERTS, but I ap-
preciate very much the question posed
by the distinguished assistant Demo-
cratic leader.

Mr. REID. If I could ask the Senator
one more question; that is, I don’t
know what will happen this weekend,
but I can only speak for myself and a
number of other Senators with whom I
have had the opportunity to speak on
the phone and in person today. We
should be working this weekend. For us
now to not have votes until late
Wednesday or maybe even Thursday,
and to take Friday, Saturday, Sunday,
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and maybe Monday off? I want the
leader to know that there are a number
of us on this side who feel the urgency
is here; we should press forward and
work through the weekend.

Mr. DASCHLE. Let me respond to
the distinguished Senator from Ne-
vada. First, I would like to see if we
could work on Tuesday. I would like to
see us work on Wednesday. But as he
has noted, given the urgency of com-
pleting our work, Saturday and per-
haps even Sunday would be a real de-
parture from current practice. But just
working on the weekdays of the week
would be a startling revelation for
some of our colleagues.

I think it is time we get the job done.
It is time we recognize how important
it is we finish our work. It is time we
bring people back. Let’s keep people
here. Let’s require they mnegotiate.
Let’s work and get our business done
before we have to continue this cha-
rade that seems to be a common prac-
tice of being in session but doing no
work.

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BYRD. I ask unanimous consent
that further actions under the quorum
call be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator is recognized.

——

MARKETING VIOLENCE TO
CHILDREN

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, Americans
are rightfully horrified and alarmed at
the news reports and stories about so-
called ‘‘child soldiers’” pressed into
service in paramilitary armies around
the world. In Cambodia, the Sudan,
Lebanon, and elsewhere, we gaze into
the hard-eyed stares of barefoot ten-
year-olds cradling well-worn rifles and
machine guns. These children have
known nothing but violence. It is hard
to imagine how they will ever be able
to move beyond such violence, should
peace ever be established in their
homelands. They do not know how to
live under the rule of law, only under
the rule of might makes right. They
have a very casual attitude about kill-
ing other human beings.

We certainly would not want our own
children to experience such a life, and
we would not want such a generation of
casual Kkillers to grow up amongst us.
Yet, in the midst of all of our afflu-
ence, we are rearing a generation that
is appallingly casual about violence, a
generation that is appallingly self-cen-
tered about getting—or taking—what
they want. Too many of our children
live lives heavily influenced by a com-
pletely unrealistic set of expectations
and examples. In the movies, when
something bad happens to someone,
does he or she turn to the police for
help and then retire to the background



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-29T09:19:43-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




